THE 1 
PETITION AND PRO 


teſtation of twelve Bishops for which 
they were accuſed of High Treaſon by the 


Houſe of Commons and Committed by the Lords 
to the Blacke Rod. 


whereas the Petitioners are called upon by ſeverall, and reſpective writs, under 
(28 great penalties to attend in Parliament, and ſuv acleare and indubitable right to 
Sl 2A#%4, vote in Billes, and all other matters whatſoever debated in Parliament, by the ancient 
= cuſtomes, lawes and Statue, of this Rcalme, and are to be protected by your Majcſty 
S=Y quietly to attend ih it great ſervice 
They humbly remon#trat- and proteſt before God, your Maieſty and the noble 
2. Peeres no aſſe:nbled in Parliament, that as they have an in ubitable right to ſit and 
vote in th. Houſ- ot Lord, ſo the, if they my be pro e ed fro force & violence are moſt rea dy & wil- 
liag to performe that duty accordingly, & that they do abhominate all actions and opinions tending to 
Pope ry, or any inclination to the Mali ;nant patty, or any other ſide and party whatſoever, to the which 
thcir ownrea{ons & conſciences ih ill not adnere. But * they have been at ſeverall times violently 
menaced, afronted, & aſſaulted by multitudes of people, in comming to performe their ſervice to that 
Honourable Houſe, and lately chaſed away and put in danger of their lives, and can find no redreſſe or 
protection upon ſundry complalnts made to both Houſes in that particular. They likewiſe proteſt before 
y ur Miieſty and that noble Houſe ot Pceres, and ſaving to themſelves all their rights and intereſts of ſit- 
ting and voting in your houſe at other times, they dare not ſit to vote in the Houſe of Peeres unleſſe yout 
Maieſty ſhall further them from all affronts, indignities and danger in the premiſes. 

Liſtly, whereas their feares are not built upon fancies and conceipts, but upon ſuch grounds & obiects 
as may well terrifie men of great reſolution and much —_— „they doe in all humillity and duty pro- 
teſt before your Maieſty and the Peeres of this moſt honourable Houſe of Parliament, againſt all votes, 
reſolutions and determinations, and that they are in themſelves nul, andofno effect, which in their ab- 
ſince the twenty ſeven of December 1641. have already paſſed, and likewiſe againſt all ſuch as ſhall here- 
alter paſſe in that moſt Honourable aſſembly , during ſuch time of their forced and violentedabſence 
from the ſaid moſt honourable Houſe. 

Not denying, but iftheir abſenting of themſelves were willfull and voluntary, that moſt noble Houle 
might proceed ia all theſe premiſes, theire abſence and Proteſtation not withſtanding, 

And humbly beſeecheth your moſt excellent Maieſty to Command the Lords of the Houſe of Peeres 
to enter this their Petition and proteſtation in their Records. 


They will ever pray God to bleſſe and preſerve &c. 
Printed for T- Bankes 1647. 
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